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The  Kweichow-Szechwan  Mission  is  one 

of  four  missions  conducted  by  the  Christian  and 
Missionary  Alliance  in  China.  This  field  is 
located  on  the  borders  of  Kweichow  and 
Szechwan  Provinces  and  adjacent  to  Hunan 
and  Hupeh  Provinces.  Work  in  this  moun- 
tainous border  area  has  involved  many  difficul- 
ties. It  is  fifteen  hundred  miles  from  the 
coast.  Communications  and  transportation 
have  been  very  slow  and  hazardous  until  recent 
years.  Banditry  and  lawlessness  have  often 
rendered  the  mountain  trails  unsafe  for  travel. 
A serious  shortage  of  Chinese  workers  has 
limited  the  scope  of  evangelistic  effort.  In 
spite  of  the  many  handicaps  the  Spirit  of  God 
has  worked  mightily  in  many  hearts.  Churches 
and  groups  of  believers  are  now  located  in  eight 
of  the  twelve  coimties  and  in  many  country 
villages  believers  worship  in  their  homes.  Two 
evangelistic  bands  have  been  busy  spearheading 
into  new  areas  and  reestablishing  a witness 
where  such  has  lapsed, 

Our  missionary  personnel  have  all  been 
withdrawn  during  1949  and  the  churches  con- 
tiune  under  national  leadership.  It  is  while  these 
young  churches  pass  thru  this  cracial  period  of 
testing  and  adjustment  that  they  need  your  help 
by  prayer  in  a very  special  way.  Eev.  Paul 
H.  Bartel  is  maintaining  contact  with  the  work 
and  workers  through  correspondence  while 
residing  in  Hongkong.  His  address  is  P.  O. 
Box  1714,  Hongkong,  Asia. 
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GOD  ESTABLISHES 
ANOTHER  MIAO  CHURCH 

By  Rev.  E.  A.  Teuax, 


Eev.  E.  A.  TrUAX  has  been  pioneering 
among  the  Miao  Tribespeople  in  the  north- 
east comer  of  Kweichow  province  for  about 
thirty  years.  His  article  gives  a vivid  de- 
scription of  the  gracious  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  among  this  rustic  folk  against  the  dark 
background  of  brutality  and  lawlessness.  Since 
the  missionaries  have  withdrawn  from  that 
area,  the  spiritual  work  is  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  Miao  and  Chinese  Christians.  They  need 
the  prayers  of  God’s  children  as  they  carry 
on  against  many  odds. 

One  recent  Sunday,  just  after  the  morning 
service,  a Miao  tribesman  arrived  from  twenty 
miles  over  the  mountains,  asking  me  to  go  and 
hold  a funeral  service  for  a mam  who  had  been 
a believer  only  two  weeks.  He  was  from  a 
group  of  twenty-sevan  believers  none  of  whom 
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as  yet  had  been  baptized  and  none  of  whom> 
with  the  exception  of  the  man  who  came  for 
me,  I had  ever  seen. 

The  place  was  not  unknown  to  me  by 
reputation.  For  nearly  thirty  years  it  had 
been  notorious  as  the  stronghold  of  a robber 
band.  Many  of  its  large  brick  houses  had 
been  built  with  the  returns  from  pillaged 
villages  and  murdered  travelers.  Not  long 
ago  soldiers  raided  the  place.  Setting  up 
machine  guns  on  points  overlooking  the  narrow 
valley,  they  mowed  down  men,  women  and 
children  indiscriminately.  When  no  fur- 
ther signs  of  life  appeared,  every  house  was 
fired  and  the  whole  place  left  a desolation; 
those  who  were  still  alive  scattered.  Some 
who  escaped  and  who  owned  land  there, 
straggled  back  and  built  huts  of  rubble.  This 
man  Long,  who  had  come  for  us,  was  one  of 
them. 

About  six  months  ago  he  had  been  work- 
ing out  his  required  ten  days  gratis  labor  for 
the  government  on  the  new  motor  road. 
There  he  met  our  Mr.  U.  leader  of  one  of  our 
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country  churches,  who  was  also  doing  his  road 
work.  Before  the  period  of  ten  days  was 
passed,  Mr.  Long,  the  robber,  had  passed  thru 
the  stage  of  enquiry,  conviction,  faith  and  salva- 
tion, and  returned  home  as  Mr.  Long,  the 
witness  of  God’s  grace.  He  was  enabled  to 
interest  others,  and  every  Sunday  led  them 
twenty  h to  Mr.  U’s  home  for  worship.  The 
whole  day  was  occupied  in  learning  hymns  and 
instruction  in  the  Way— many  staying  over 
night  and  returning  home  the  next  day.  As 
the  numbers  grew,  this  became  too  much  of  a 
burden  on  both  the  host  and  guests,  so  Mr. 
Long  began  services  in  his  own  home.  Twenty- 
two  years  ago  we  had  been  held  up  by  a band 
of  banditti  from  this  place.  Now  I was  being 
called  to  visit  a “church”  there. 

We  left  at  daylight  with  Mr.  Long  for  the 
funeral,  and  with  us  went  a Mr.  Shih  (Stone). 
Mr.  Stone  had  moved  to  town  several  years 
before,  when  his  country  village  had  been 
looted  and  burned  to  the  ground  by  bandits. 
In  town  he  had  come  to  know  the  Lord  and 
was  an  ever  willing-witness.  As  we  walked 
along  conversing,  Mr.  Stone  gathered  from 
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something  Mr.  Long  said  that  lie  had  operated 
as  a robber  in  the  distiict  where  Stone  had 
lived.  He  asked  him  if  they  looted  such  and 
such  a village.  Mr.  Long  admitted  he  had  been 
one  of  them.  “A  year  ago  you  wouldn’t  have 
told  me  that  and  continued  to  live”,  said  jMr. 
Stone.  ” But  now  I thank  you  because 
through  the  burning  of  our  village  I came  to 
know  the  way.”  “I  know  what  you  mean,” 
returned  Mr.  Long.  ‘‘Six  months  ago  I never 
would  have  told  you  I was  a robber.” 

That  night,  after  supiier,  we  held  an 
evangelistic  meeting,  standing  by  the  coffin  of  a 
brother  that  I had  never  seen.  The  front  room 
and  yard  were  crowded.  Next  morning  after 
breakfast  the  first  Christian  funeral  service  any 
of  them  had  ever  seen  was  held.  Then  to  the 
accompaniment  of  the  crasli  of  symtols  and  the 
crack  of  firecrackers,  we  wended  our  way  for 
an  hour  or  more  up  the  steep  sides  of  the  moun- 
tain to  the  burial  place. 

The  afternoon  was  spent  in  visiting  the 
homes  of  the  believers.  Tlie  results  of  past 
sins  were  very  evident  in  the  unusual  number 
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of  open  sores.  Most  of  them  had  infected  eyes 
and  several  were  blind  from  the  same  cause. 
One  blind  man  had  believed  the  gospel  and  he 
followed  us  from  house  to  house,  drinking  in 
all  that  was  said.  After  he  had  been  made 
destitute  by  the  soldier’s  raid,  he  was  reduced 
to  begging.  His  wife  left  him  with  a little 
boy  about  three  years  old.  He  earned  the 
child  everywhere  on  his  back.  They  were 
both  dressed  in  rags — the  boy’s  consisting  of  the 
remnants  of  a cotton  shirt.  I am  glad  that 
poverty  cannot  affect  the  peace  He  left  with  us, 
for  the  poor  beggar’s  face  was  wreathed  with 
smiles  as  he  listened  to  the  Word.  (Since  then 
I have  been  able  to  send  him  some  clothing, 
contributed  by  friends  at  home.) 

That  night  another  evangelistic  service  was 
held.  Then  the  next  morning,  after  an  early 
breakfast,  we  walked  back  home  again  through 
the  rain.  The  miseries  of  the  way  were  for- 
gotten in  the  bui’den  for  “the  afflicted  of  my 
people.’’  We  thanked  God  for  the  opportunity 
of  giving  the  message  in  such  a place  and  at 
such  a time. 
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GENESIS  ACCORDING  TO  THE 
MIAO  PEOPLE 

Translated  by  EDGAR  A.  TRUAX 

Introductory  Note— The  Miao  tribes, 
or  as  it  is  spelled  in  most  encyclopedias 
"miautsu,”  at  one  time  occupied  most  of 
inland  China  south  of  the  Yangtze  River,  but 
have  gradually  been  driven  into  the  mountains 
of  the  southwest  by  the  better  armed  and 
better  organized  Chinese.  The  Miao  of  our 
'section  claim  to  have  been  driven  out  of 
Kiangsi  Province. 

The  Miao  traditions  are  very  accurate  as 
compared  with  those  of  many  primitive  i)eople3 
because  they  are  not  only  handed  down  in 
metrical  form  and  thus  are  not  so  apt  to  be 
changed  as  they  would  be  if  in  story  form,  but 
also  they  are  in  couplets  in  which  the  same  or 
similar  meaning  is  expressed  in  different  word- 
ing so  that  the  second  sentence  acts  as  a defini- 
tion of  the  first  where  it  might  otherwise  not  be 
clear.  This  is  very  much  like  one  form  of 
Hebrew  poetry,  an  example  of  which  is  found 
in  Psalms  21;  1,  2. 
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The  Translation 

The 

Creation 

On  the  day  God  created  the 
heavens  and  earth. 

On  that  day  He  opened  the 
gateway  of  light. 

In  the  earth  then  He  made  heaps 
of  earth  and  of  stone. 

In  the  sky  He  made  bodies,  the 
sun  and  the  moon. 

In  the  earth  He  created  the  worm 
and  the  bug. 

In  the  air  were  created  the  hawk 
and  the  kite. 

In  the  water  created  the  lobster 
and  fish. 

In  the  wilderness  made  He  the 
tiger  and  bear, 

Made  verdui’e  to  cover  the  moun- 
tains, 

Made  forest  extend  with  the 
ranges. 

Made  the  light  green  cane, 

Made  the  rank  bamboo. 

Man 

On  the  earth  He  created  a man 
from  the  dirt. 

Of  the  man  thus  created,  a woman 
He  formed. 

Then  the  Patriarch  Dirt  made  a 
balance  of  stones. 
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The  world 
wicked 


Estimated  the  weight  of  the  earth 
to  the  bottom,  (note  1). 

Calculated  the  bulk  of  the  heavenly 
bodies. 

And  pondered  the  ways  of 
Deity,  God. 

The  Patriarch  Dirt  begat  ' 
Patriarch  Se-teh. 

Tlie  Patriarch  Se-teh  begat 
a son  Lusu. 

And  Lusu  had  Gehlo  and  he 
begat  Lama. 

The  Patriarch  Lama  begat 
the  man  Nuah. 

His  wife  was  the  Matriarch 
Gaw  Bo-lu-en. 

Their  sons  were  Lo  Han,  Lo 
Shen  and  Jan-hu. 

So  the  earth  began  filling  with 
tribes  and  with  families. 

Creation  was  shared  by  the  clans 
and  the  peoples. 

These  did  not  God’s  will  nor 
returned  His  affection. 

But  fought  with  each  other  defying 
the  Godhead. 

Their  leaders  shook  fists  in  the  face 
of  the  Mighty. 

Then  the  earth  was  convulsed  to 
the  depth  of  three  strata. 
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Bending  the  air  to  tho  uttermost 
heaven. 

God’s  anger  arose  till  His  being  was 
changed; 

His  wrath  flaring  up  filled  His 
eyes  and  His  face. 

Until  He  must  come  and  demolish 
humanity. 

Come  and  destroy  a whole  world 
full  of  people. 

The  Flood  So  it  poured  forty  days  in  sheets 
and  in  toiTents. 

Then  fifty-five  days  of  misting  and 
drizzle. 

The  waters  surmounted  the  moun- 
tains and  ranges. 

The  deluge  ascending  leapt  vaUey 
and  hollow. 

An  eartli  with  no  earth  upon  which 
to  take  refuge! 

A world  with  no  foothold  where 
one  might  subsist! 

The  people  wei’e  baffled,  impotent 
and  ruined, 

Despairing,  horror  stricken,  dimini 
shed  and  finished. 

But  the  Patriarch  Nuah  was 
righteous. 

The  Matriarch  Gaw  Bo  - lu  - en 
upright. 
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Built  a boat  very  wide. 

Made  a ship  very  vast. 

Their  household  entire  got  aboard 
and  were  floated, 

The  family  complete  rode  the  deluge 
in  safety. 

The  animals  with  him  were  female 
and  male, 

The  birds  went  along  and  were 
mated  in  pairs. 

When  the  time  was  fulfilled  God 
commanded  the  waters. 

The  day  had  arrived,  the  flood 
waters  receded. 

Then  Nuah  liberated  a dove  from 
their  refuge. 

Sent  a bird  to  go  forth  and  bring 
again  tidings. 

The  flood  had  gone  down  into  lake 
and  to  ocean; 

The  mud  was  confined  to  the  pools 
and  the  hollows. 

There  was  land  once  again  where 
a man  might  reside; 

There  was  place  on  the  eai-th  now 
to  rear  habitations. 

Buffalo  then  were  brought,  an  obla- 
tion to  God, 

Fatter  cattle  became  sacrifice  to  the 
Mighty. 
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The  Divine  One  then  gave  them 
His  blsssing; 

Their  God  then  bestowed  His  good 
graces. 

Babel  Lo-han  then  begat  Cu-sah  and 
Mesay  (note  3). 

Lo-shan  begat  Elan  and  Nga-shur. 

Their  offspring  begotten  became 
tribes  and  peoples; 

Their  descendants  established  en- 
campments and  cities. 

Then’  singing  was  all  with  the  same 
tunes  and  music; 

Their  speaking  was  all  with  the 
same  words  and  language. 

Then  they  said  let  us  build  us  a 
very  big  city; 

Let  us  raise  unto  heaven  a very 
high  tower. 

This  was  wrong,  but  they  reached 
this  decision; 

Not  right,  but  they  rashly  persisted. 

God  struck  at  them  then,  changed 
their  language  and  accent. 

Descending  in  wrath.  He  confused 
tones  and  voices. 

One’s  speech  to  the  others  who 
hear  him,  no  meaning; 

He’s  speaking  in  words,  but  they 
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Miao 

Genealogy 


can’t  understand  him. 

So  the  city  they  builded  was  never 
completed; 

The  tower  they  wrought  had  to 
stand  thus  unfinished. 

In  despair  then  they  separate  under 
all  heaven, 

They  part  from  each  other  the 
globe  to  encircle;  (note  4). 

They  arrive  at  six  comers  and 
speak  the  six  languages. 

The  Patriarch  Jah-hu  got  the  center 
of  nations  (note  6). 

The  son  he  begat  was  the  Patriarch 
Go-meh. 

Who  took  him  a wife  called  the 
Matriarch  Go-yong. 

Their  grandson  and  his  wife  both 
took  the  name  Tutan. 

Their  descendants  are  given  in  order 
as  follows: 

Patriarch  Oawndan  Mew  - wan, 
Mati’iarch  Cawdan  Mew-jew; 

Patriarch  Jenku  Dawvu,  Matriarch 
Jeneo  Boje; 

Patriarch  Sangen  Newang  ( wife 
not  given); 

Patriarch  Nea  Kweng,  Matriarch 
Maw  gueh. 
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Their  childi'en,  eleven  in  number, 
was  each  the  head  of  a family. 

Five  branches  became  the  Miao 
nation 

Six  families  joined  with  the 
Chinese. 

The  story  continues  at  length  telling  of  the 
separation  of  the  Chinese  and  Miao;  their  travels 
and  demon  worship,  their  division  into  families. 

The  Miao  at  funerals  and  weddings  recite 
the  ancestory  of  the  principal  or  principals  clear 
back  to  Adam.  Their  frequent  use  of  it  may 
account  for  its  accuracy. 

Notes 

1.  The  Miao  say  that  on  the  bottom  of 
the  bottom  of  the  earth  is  a land  of  dwarfs. 

2.  Note  the  similarity  of  some  of  these 
names  to  those  in  the  Bible  account:  — Seth, 
Lamach,  Noah,  Ham,  Shem,  Japheth. 

3.  Note  the  similarity: — 

Ham’s  descendants: — 

Bible — Cush,  Mizram 
Miao — Cushu,  Mesay. 
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Sliem’s  de?c3ndant3: — 

Bible — Elam,  Asshur 
Miao — Elan,  Ngashm'. 

4.  The  literal  translation  here  is;  “They 
parted  went  live  encircle  world  ball.”  The 
Miao  know  nothing  of  the  world  being  round, 
so  this  passage  seems  to  indicate  the  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  original  man -Devolution  in- 
stead of  Evolution. 

5.  Erom  this  we  see  that  they  trace  their 
ancestry  from  Japheth  and  Gomer  which  makes 
them  of  the  Indo-European  stock  the  same 
as  we. 

The  Miao  did  not  originally  worship  idols 
hut  learned  this  from  the  Chinese  after  having 
been  subdued  by  them.  This  poem,  which  is 
learned  by  heart  and  transmitted  from  genera- 
tion to  generation,  is  translated  and  brought  to 
you  with  the  hope  that  you  will  be  inspired  to 
PBAY  MUCH  for  these  people.  They  evident- 
ly once  knew  the  true  God.  Pray  that  they 
may  learn  to  know  Him  as  Father  and  Jesus 
whom  He  has  sent  to  be  the  Way  hack  to 
Him. 
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Stations  and  Workers 
of  the 

Kweichow  Szechwan  Field 

Pengshui  and  Yushanchen.  Sze. 

Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Li  Ta-ku-t’o 
Kienkiang,  Szechwan. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Mei  Ching-kuei 
Mr.and  Mrs.  Chang  Chia-hsiang 
Yuyang,  Szechwan. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Yang  Peh-lin 
Lungtan,  Szechwan. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Then  Ming  Huei 
Mrs.  P’eng  Shu-kuang 
Siushan,  Szechwan. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Chu  Ch’ang-yu 
Songtao,  Kweichow. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Liu  Ch’ung-chien 
Mr.  Shih  Tsong-k’un  (Miao) 

Mrs.  Then  Chih  Lu  (Miao) 

Szenan,  Kweichow. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chang  Ch’ang-wan 
Yenho,  Kweichow. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sun  Tsun-feng 

Note:  Some  of  the  wo.rkers,  who  are  not  listed , have 
evacuated  to  Chungking  and  may  serve  the 
Lord  elsewhere.  We  also  have  a goodly  number 
of  lay  workers,  Biblewomeu  and  colporteurs, 
who  are  not  listed.  We  have  given  the  names 
of  those  who  are  assuming  the  heaviest  respon- 
sibilities among  the  churches.  We  covet  your 
earnest  intercession  on  their  behalf.  In 
Chinese  names  the  first  word  is  the  surname. 
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